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Bill Myers: crybaby, coward and moron
BY JENNIFER SPURLOCK
"I think the biggest key to my
success is that I'm a crybaby, cow
ard and moron, but I say yes in
spite of those
things," says
Bill Myers.
Myers says
his writing
career
all
started when
he decided
to make a
Bill Myers
promise to
always say
yes to God, no matter how extraor
dinary the calling. Now, Myers is a
best-selling author, award-win
ning filmmaker, husband, and
father. Myers' books and films
have sold more than five million
copies. While he is, indeed, talent
ed and successful, he gives God all
the credit.
Myers grew up in Washington
State and went to college at the
University of Washington. As a
college student, Myers' intentions
were to study dentistry. But God
had other plans. After a difficult
break-up with his girlfriend, and a
friend's challenge to make God
the boss of his life, Myers made a
promise to say yes to God. Soon
after, Myers went to see a movie.
"Back then, I could count the
number of times I had been to the
movies on one hand, but I began
to see the power of the media,"
stated Myers.

He also began to feel the power
of the Lord. Myers changed his
major from dentistry to film
directing. "A few weeks later I
found myself in Rome, studying
a subject I knew nothing about in
a language I couldn't speak,"
says Myers.
After school, Myers started his
career in filmmaking but found
himself writing instead. He had
little to no training when he began
to write. "I started writing books
because I was not allowed to make
movies about God. One of my
biggest challenges for 32 years has
been that Hollywood stories about
Jesus aren't toxic. They aren't box
office poison," says Myers.
"A top manager in Hollywood
once told me that as soon as I get
rid of the Christian aspect, he
would continue to help me with
my career and turn me into the
next Steven Spielberg," says
Myers. But Myers wasn't interest
ed. Myers feels the real glory is not
in great accomplishments, but in
following Christ's purpose. "I veer
off the path from time to time and
have success. But the success is
completely unfulfilling. I come
back to the realization that it is
unfulfilling because it is not what I
am called to do."
While Myers is a successful
writer and director, he is now
also beginning to produce.
Myers along with help is starting
a film company. "We have to

raise our money independently
from Hollywood studios. We
must go around them. There is a
small group of people keeping
valid stories about Jesus from a
large public."
Myers has many successful
books and films, including Blood
of Heaven, the Wally Mcdoogle
series, and McGee and Me, but he
says his favorite projects are the
ones that are least successful. He
loves original projects that bend
the rules a little bit, even if he will
be disappointed if they are not
well received.
Myers loves his profession and is
having an amazing time, but he
also knows there is more to life
than his career. "We are not what
we do. Life is not about great pro
fessions. Life is about God and
people," Myers says. In fact,
Myers stated that in the last year
his biggest joy has not been from
his career, but his family. "My
greatest pleasure this year has
been seeing my fourteen-year-old
daughter turn into a young lady
and my nineteen-year-old daugh
ter turn into a wise woman," says
Myers.
"You only have one life. Why
waste it by not doing what you
want? Do it the way the Boss wired
you in the first place," says Myers.
He made a promise to say yes to
God. Because of this promise God
has used him in great ways. "I
would be inside somebody's

Bill Myers, a writer and director, has written many successful
books and films, including Mcgee and Me (pictured above).
mouth, pulling teeth right now,
but by saying yes, I'm on a totally
different venue and I'm flourish
ing because it is what God has
called me to do. Be committed to

saying yes to God even when you
feel foolish, cowardly, moronic, or
even when you don't trust Him,
because God will take you places
you never dreamed."

An inside look at a night on patrol with campus safety
BY SEAN M. COGAN
It's an hour before midnight.
Jill Peace steps outside into the
cold. She displays no sign of
feeling the chill in the air or of
needing sleep. Her face is com
pletely expressionless.
"I used to sleep before this
shift," Jill says. "Now I'm so
used to the routine that my body
doesn't need to."
The stars and stripes of the

American flag stand without
swaying on the right sleeve of
Jill's black coat, while the purple
the Taylor
and gold of
University
Campus
Safety
emblem are displayed proudly
on the left. The rest of Jill's out
fit is completely black and blue.
She is wearing a blue shirt
beneath the black coat, black
slacks and black dress shoes,
and she has a black and blue

knapsack slung across her back.
"In order to look professional,"
she explains.
The black and blue also con
veys a silent message. It states
that Campus Safety is a steadfast
and stalwart force.
Jill Peace climbs into the
Campus Safety vehicle, a Ford
Crown Victoria, and drives to
the farthest extension of the
Taylor campus, a building she

calls the "Fairfield Building."
Fairfield Building was pur
chased by Taylor University
with the intent of creating a
men's residence hall. Although
the building has never been
used for that, it is still part of
Jill's duty to secure it. As she
drives, she listens to two radios.
One is blaring country music.
Jill turns up the volume to better
hear one of her favorite songs.

The other is a police scanner.
Even while nodding her head in
rhythm to the music, Jill is
studying the voices from the
scanner. She notes and com
ments to herself on several of the
messages she is hearing.
Upon arriving at the Fairfield
Building, Jill leaves the warm
interior of the Ford and steps
back into the cold. She

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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Hfways Somewhere tEfse: Seldom Scenes: Wicker Park
Cdocofates and Cereaf
Well, it's that time of year
again. You know it; I know it. It's
as
pre
dictable as
the leaves
coming out,
as
nervewracking as
the prospect
of a root
canal in the
Laura Fischer next hour,
GO-Edtnr
and
as
annoying as
a twenty-minute jam session
with your five-year-old cousin.
Everybody's getting twitterpated.
Or married. Or both, usually
with the twitterpation coming
first, though this is not a stoneengraved rule. Or, quite possibly,
long-term twitterpetion may be
finally
wearing
off,
and
September
love-at-first-sight
leads to April showers ... as in
tears, I mean.
It's nothing to fret over, in most
cases. Unless, of course, the heart
has been broken into five million
pieces, which is entirely possible
and very unpleasant. I hope this
is not true in your case. If it is, I
have no deeply profound or per
sonally tested advice, not having
suffered that sort of devastation
myself. May I suggest that you
have a good cry, eat some ice
cream, and give the pieces to
God. He will take good care of
them, I promise. (I do feel confi
dent enough to offer that bit of
counsel.)
I really wanted to speak to oth
ers like me, those of us who are
not in a relationship, have no
prospects, and' are pretty much
okay with that. I understand,
though, that sporadic fits of dis

contentment may come and go,
mostly at the sight of brand-new
couples walking hand-in-hand
to chapel or cuddling in the
Eicher commons.
I know it hurts sometimes, and
it's easy to feel lost and lonely in
the crowd. It seems that every
one you know has found love, or
at least like, while you've been
left behind. You know that's not
true, that plenty of people you
know are not in a relationship,
but when you get into one of
those moods, you don't remem
ber them.
Take
courage,
friends!
Statistically; just about everyone
gets married at some point.
Enjoy this. The Apostle Paul said
that he who finds a wife finds a
good thing, but he who doesn't
also has a good thing.
Weird to contemplate, huh? But
not being married sure frees up a
lot of time. The future is bright,
but so is the moment. Live. Don't
fix your eyes on some misty
future when you'll be happy, but
find contentment in your current
duties and passions. Set your
mind on things above, make you
desires conform to God's, and
He will fulfill those desires in
abundance.
Ah, you've probably heard all
this a hundred times. But
remember, the life of a single
person is like a box of choco
lates—all sorts of surprises. The
life of a married person is like a
box of cereal—rather predictable
at times, but with some lovely
prizes waiting at the bottom.
Both are wonderful, in their cor
rect, God-willed time.
Now I'm going to go attempt to
follow my own advice. Be well!
And live now.
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BY HUNTER TOLBERT
If I were to place this excellent
film into one of those arbitrary
categories that it seems all films
must be placed into, the category
I would choose would have to be
French Art film. Still reading?
Good. Actually, it's an adaptation
of just such a film; but here in
America, we tend to call these
movies thrillers, or perhaps
romantic thrillers.
The premise is that Matthew, a
professional advertiser (Josh
Harnett, Sin City, Black Hawk
Down) is well on his way to the
top. He has it all: a beautiful
fiance, an up-coming promotion,
and a generally contented life.
That all changes when Lisa

(Diane Kruger, National Treasure)
comes back into his life. Matt was
in love with Lisa two years earli
er, but one day she simply van
ished. He glimpses his long-lost
love in a restaurant, and goes to
extreme lengths to find her again.
To his surprise, the woman he
finds is also named Lisa (Rose
Byrne, Troy), but she is not the
person he remembers. What fol
lows is a web of deception and
obsession that leads to a poignant
finale and the conclusion that
love makes humans do rather
crazy things.
The cinematography is spectac
ular, and this film should have
won some little gold statue for
editing. The acting from all three

principals is solid, yet emotive.
Despite the heavy-handed prem
ise, there is surprisingly good
dialogue and the plot pacing is
the likes of that for which Pulp
Fiction was famous.
The Bottom Line: Three stars.
Translation: The movie works in
spite of itself. It's also an excellent
date movie.
MPAA: PG-13, for sensuality
and language.
Disclaimer: This article is only
the view of one columnist and
does not in any way purport to
represent the views or endorse
ment of The Express or Taylor
University. A decision on viewing
should be guided by the viewer's
own preferences and discretion.
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Julie Thomas: Former Presidential PR Advisor
Julie Thomas, 1997 graduate of Taylor University Upland, spoke in chapel on April 16
about her experiences as a presidential public relations advisor. She later gave a
seminar on communication in presidential campaigns for writing, public relations, and
criminal justice majors that afternoon and a public forum that evening.

Bible Verse of the Day:

"And do not forget
to do good and to
share with others, for
with such sacrifices
God is pleased."
Hebrews 13:16 (NIV)
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Dr. John Schutt: botanist is shutter bug!
BY KYLE WAALEN
Having trouble successfully
catching your Kodak moments on
film? Many people love to take
photographs to commemorate
life's special moments, but not
everyone is a professional photog
rapher. According to botanist Dr.
John Schutt, who is an active
member of the Ft. Wayne
Photographers Club, you don't
need to have a fancy camera or
professional training in order to
take great pictures.
"Photography is not so much
about the camera as it is the 'eye'
or 'vision' of the photographer,"
explains Dr. Schutt. "If you train
your eye to learn to look for clean,
simple images, then the quality of
your photographs will increase
dramatically." Dr. Schutt has
always had an interest in photog
raphy, particularly nature photog
raphy. "I like being outside," he
says, "and nature photography is
a good excuse for that."
Because of his love and knowl
edge of photography, Dr. Schutt
has judged numerous photogra
phy competitions and recently
gave a talk on creative flash pho

tography to the South Western
Michigan Council of Camera
Clubs (SWMCC). From his experi
ence as a photographer, there are
a few basic tips he considers
important for amateur photogra
phers to know.
2. Learn how to use the controls on
your camera.
Being familiar with your cam
era's features will allow you to get
the best quality photographs.
Shutter speed is an important fea
ture. A slow shutter speed cap
tures a lot of detail, whereas fast
shutter speeds capture very little.
Another important element is the
aperture, which is the opening of
the camera lens. Small apertures
allow for detail to be shown
throughout the entire picture,
whereas large apertures make
blurry backgrounds. A fast shutter
speed also stops motion, but for
that you need a large aperture. A
slow shutter speed may blur
motion if you are not careful, but
it lets you use a small aperture for
great depth of field.
Knowing what kind of pictures
you want to take, such as action
shots, portraits, or nature scenes,

will aid you in determining what
kind of features you should look
for when purchasing a camera.
"Digital cameras have their
uses," explains Dr. Schutt, "but
within five years the technology
will be outdated. With film, you
can always go back, scan, and
improve each picture with tech
nology."
2. Be conscientious about composi
tion or hoiv things are laid out.
Think of a picture as being divid
ed into a tic tack toe grid; four
lines in the frame meet at four
points. Do not split the picture in
half but preferably into thirds.
This will make the photograph
more appealing to the eye when
objects are strategically placed
within the grid.
For portraits, space should be left
for the person to look into instead
of having the person be boxed in
too closely to the edge of the pho
tograph. If more than one person
is present in the portrait, such as
in a family portrait, every pair of
eyes should be at different levels.
Dr. Schutt explains, "This will be
more stimulating for the viewer
by directing his or her eye

TAYLOR THEATRE ORGANIZATION PRESENTS.

The Glass Menagerie
By Tennessee Williams
May 6, Fri. 7:00 p.m. and 11:00 p.m.
May 7, Sat. 7:00 p.m.

Performances held at Lehman Hall.
Tickets: $5.00 in advance and $7.00 at the door

Tickets can be purchased at Anchor Room Book Store
and Taylor University Bookstore.
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Dr. John Schutt, TUFW's professor of science, takes a break
from teaching to indulge in his hobby, nature photography.
throughout the entire photo
graph."
3. Get close.
The closer you are to the subject
of your picture, the more detail
will be captured by your camera.
Simplifying is also important
because pictures are often too
cluttered. By getting close to the
subject of each picture, unwanted
clutter will be removed.
4. Be aware of lighting.
Photography is all about light.
There are different times of day

that may be better for what you
want to photograph. If you're tak
ing pictures when a lot of sunlight
is present, keep the sun behind
you in order to prevent glare.
5. Hold the camera steady.
One of the most common mis
takes made by amateur photogra
phers is that they do not stabilize
the camera when taking pictures.
Not holding the camera steady
will cause pictures to be blurry or
crooked.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

Safety continued
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 effort
lessly removes a heavy, black
flashlight, the only weapon she
carries, from the car and then
swiftly and efficiently examines
the lock of each door. Satisfied
with her findings, Jill returns to
the Ford within minutes of step
ping outside of it.
Jill Peace proceeds to Founders
Hall. She unlocks and enters the
building. As she patrols the hall
ways, she knows exactly which
doors should be opened, which
should be closed, and which
should be locked. Jill's examina
tion is slow, meticulous, and
monotonous. She climbs every
step, shines the heavy flashlight
into every corner, and rattles
every handle.
After she has finished inspecting
the building's interior, Jill exits the
building and walks around the
perimeter, carefully checking for
open or broken windows or any

thing else out of the ordinary,
The temperature has dropped.
Now a few strands of Jill's auburn
hair dance in the breeze.
"Just think of all the bitter cold
nights earlier this year," states Jill
unemotionally. "We wear layers."
Jill then examines the hallways of
the Gerig Activities Center, the S.
A. Lehman Memorial Library, the
S. A. Witmer Memorial Hall, and
the Calvin English Library. She
walks down hallways that stu
dents don't normally see. She
smells scents, aromas and odors
that students don't normally smell.
She hears sounds that students
don't normally hear. None of this
unnerves Jill.
"Things make noise," she says
matter-of-factly. "Things shift,
fall, creak."
Shortly after 2:00, Jill yawns for
the first and only time in two
hours. She still has a long night
ahead of her.

4

s p o r t s

April 22, 2005

Intramural basketball
creates late-night fun
BY JOSH HORNBARGER

At around 10 o'clock on Tuesday
and Wednesday nights, people
begin gathering in the Gerig
Activities Center. They are wear
ing shorts and t-shirts—not for
working out in the weight room,
but to play basketball. Five teams,
one from each men's wing and one
for off-campus students, play at
least one game apiece each night,
with winners taking away nothing
more than bragging rights and the
need for a shower.
"Most of the games are pretty
competitive, but there's definitely
one team that dominates every
body else," said sophomore Ryan
Strasser, a player on TUFW's
men's basketball team and the
main organizer for this year's
intramural basketball season.
Players from the men's basket
ball team come out to referee
games while players from the

women's team keep statistics and
run the clock and scoreboard. The
games are played with intensity,
but also with good sportsmanship,
with prayers before games and
handshakes afterward.
While the off-campus team has a
tendency to beat all of its oppo
nents, some of the other teams
have had important contributions
from unexpected sources. "I made
seven consecutive three-point
shots in one game that Kevin
Woods refereed," said sophomore
Jeremy Sheer, about a game that he
played in last year.
Intramural basketball gives male
students a way to blow off some
steam after studying, or if a latenight person, a way to get the
heart racing before hitting the
books that night. Whether playing
or watching, it's a good way to
spend a couple of hours on a
weeknight.

Sports Updates
- The Athletic Banquet is Saturday,
April 30, in the Eicher Dining Commons.

Botanist continued
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

6. Go to a library and read about
photography.

There are countless books on
photography that can teach tech
nique and style, which can
enhance pictures. Also study art
books because classical pieces of
art contain the same elements of
style that is used in photography.
Subscribing to photography and
art magazines is also beneficial.
"In order to go out and try new
things," states Dr. Schutt, "you
must first learn about style and
traditional methods."
7. Join a local photography club.
You'll meet other local photogra
phers and will be able to have
your photographs critiqued. It's a
great way to share personal expe
riences and gain advice from
other photographers. You will

also be able to participate in work
shops and competitions.
8. Have fun!

Being creative with your photog
raphy is a great way to express
yourself. "Don't be afraid to
experiment and try new things,"
says Dr. Schutt.
Whether photography is your
hobby or you just want to take
better pictures, these eight tips
will help enhance your picturetaking abilities. It doesn't matter if
your camera is digital, film, or dis
posable; any camera is going to
work. The only thing that is
important is that you are educat
ed about your camera and some
basic photography tips. Before
you know it, you'll be able to suc
cessfully capture those Kodak
moments.
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Intramural Basketball

Go fast, but at your own pace
BY SARAH ELIZABETH HODGIN

Fast, as in the boy ran fast or the
girl swam fast, is a definition we
first think of when we hear the
word fast. From a Christian per
spective, however, to fast is to
refrain from something. That
something most often is food.
Fasting can be a difficult disci
pline to master, especially for col
lege-aged people when pizza and
Pepsi are so abundant and acces
sible. Still, there are spiritual ben
efits for those people who com
mit to the discipline of fasting.
"Traditionally, fasting has been
thought of as refraining from
food intake," said Taylor
University Fort Wayne's Dr.
Michael Cook, "but really, it's
refraining from something that
takes up significant amounts of
time in order to dedicate that
time to God."
Fasting from food can truly be a
measure of will, but it is impor
tant to keep the purpose of the
fast in focus.
Junior Melissa
Trowbridge said, "It is very
important to fast. God tells us to
in Matthew 6." Melissa fasts
from food every Wednesday as
part of a congregational fast that
her church participates in. "It is
also important that we not

depend on fleshly food, but seek
godly food for wisdom."
Food fasting can be done with
different goals in mind. It can be
achieved for extended periods of
time. Dr. Cook has participated
in many different fasts, partial
and extended. About a year ago
his church engaged in a 40 day
fast to coincide with the 40 days
of purpose. He partially fasted
by eating only two small meals a
day that consisted of bread,
water, juice, and maybe a piece of
fruit.
Although fasting is mostly asso
ciated with food, fasting can be
various forms of refraining. "You
can fast from the TV, phone, or
Internet," said Melissa. "It's
important to choose something
you spend a lot of time doing that
will be difficult to give up."
In this aspect, fasting is similar
to Lent, giving something up in
the Lord's name. "The difference
between Lent and fasting is that
with fasting, prayer replaces that
which you have given up," said
Dr. Cook.
Some major reasons to fast are
to deepen one's relationship with
God, gain clarity of thought, and
to seek wisdom in the areas of
relationships, decision-making,

and family matters. "Its not an
easy start, but when you make
that commitment," says Melissa,
"it is awesome how God moves
during that time."
Yet, there is a danger in fasting.
People need to understand that
just because they fast it doesn't
necessarily make them closer to
the Lord. Fasting is a means to
get closer to Him, but does not
automatically make one nearer to
Him.
Fasting does have its perks,
after all. Fasting increases spiri
tual growth and sensitivity to the
Lord. Overcoming struggles that
may have once been fairly tough
will seem easier because those
who fast have disciplined them
selves to be able to work through
struggles when they have learned
to give up what the body needs
most.
According to Dr. Cook, spiritual
benefits of fasting include devel
oping closer harmony and fel
lowship with the Lord, gaining a
spiritual ear for discernment, and
learning to control the flesh.
"Our ultimate focus in fasting,"
said Dr. Cook, "should be setting
everything aside to seek the Lord
with our whole heart."

